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establish a luxury tax on another Item. As I stated to you
before, I thInk that beer should bear as much cost in
improvement of parks as the soft drink. It Is InterestInr
that certain members in here be11eve that the sof't drink
Industry is making a huge profIt. There are a lot of
other industrIes making huge profits and so is the industrv
of liquor and that type of beverage. I submit to you the
Intent that I offered to you this afternoon was very serious.
If adopted, I would support thIs measure all the way to the
end. Senator Schmit has a bill on litter. We are going to
tax paper, and yet paper, newsprint, has a very valuable
educational benefit to all of us. That could trimmer ir.
turn a cost of newspapers to those who are trying to
obtain a better knowledge of what this state is all abou~.
I do not of'fer thIs amendment In Jest. I of'fered It ver;
serIously and those of you who will oppose it, then that
will be your motive because I want our parks to be of'
hiph class and high standards. I want them to be
Cadillacs instead of Model "T's". I want them to be
kept up in terms of maIntenance and improvement to encour
age tourIsm although I don't use them, I believe it Is
right for people. If you deny this tax, then you are
sayIng we shouldn't tax pop either because there is no way
In my mInd we could Justify that tax because you are dis
crimInating agaInst an industry and you are discriminating
against a class of people who fInd soft drInk a oleasure
to them and I believe It should remain that way without
making a luxury tax of it. I polled my distrIct In whIch
I live. Seldom do I ever do this. The question was ou.
to them very exp11citly. Would you support tax on pop
."or the Improvement of state parks? The ques".'on was
overwhelmInqly no. They believe it to be a discri..inator y
tax. Put I would be willing to poll them also, would
you be willing to tax beer for the maintenance and improve
ments of parks. I image the answer would be yes, because
most people enJoy beer who cannot afford It. They do it
for many tim s reasons whIch are not va11d, for a new
high, or for a benefit which Is derived from an excessive
amount of alcohol. Therefore, I suggest to you that
you think I offered thIs amendment in Jest because I want
to destroy the Intent of' LB 109, yc u are wrong. Put let
the record read exactly how you want to cast your vote
this afternoon, whether or not you want to support oarks,
take it f'rom another source whIch Is equally as :-ood as
t he pop t a x .

PRESIDENT: The questIon Is the adoption of Senator Koch's
amendment. Record your vote. Have you voted? Record.

C LERK: 1 2 a y e s , 2 0 n a y s .

PRESIDENT: Motion fails. The question Is the advancement
of the bill, Senator. Is that correct? Senator Bereuter.

SENATOR BEREUTER: Mr. President and members of the Ler is
1 ature, Serator Keyes poInted out a few minutes a;o that
every tax is discriminatory. Well, I am not quite sure
that Is right. Every tax affects somebody nega?Ively.
I guess that Is true but taxation Is suppose to have some
relationship, particularly specIal taxes, s uch as t h e o n e
' eing p r o p osed h e r e , t o t he use for whIch that tax money
i s to be put. Now what we have here Is a situation wher'e
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